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Hello all - I hope you enjoy reading this edition of the LPRA newsletter.
This time we are going paperless in view of the ongoing coronavirus
outbreak - technology is getting a very good workout in the current
situation!

We would be very keen to hear your feedback on the newsletter- what
should the content include? Should we stop the paper version entirely
and just go electronic? Let us hear your views at leapark@hotmail.co.uk.

In this issue we have:

• Councillors Corner with Paul Cowell-Page 3
• Hedgehog Champions! - Page 6
• Moorend Lane recycling site proposal update - Page 2
• Practical ways to help frontline NHS workers in their battle with CV19

Page 10
• How to join the LPRA- we need more members-just £2 per year! -

Page 5
• Speeding cars on Lea Park/Community Speedwatch- Page 2
• Lea Park Rapid Reaction Taskforce-Page 2
• NHS Rainbow competition-Win book tokens! – Page 11

Best wishes

Mark Watson (Chairman)

https://www.leapark.org/ 
how-to-join
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• Moats noticeboard project-

We are still working hard to bring together our project. It will include:-

-The History of the Moat and the Family it belonged to.

-Information on all the road names on Lea Park.

-A road map of Lea Park Estate.

• Moats tree planting project

Despite solid support for this from Thame Town Council, Historic England have blocked

us from planting any replacement trees on the Moats. This is because they are worried

about ancient structures underground (if there are any) being disturbed. We’d need to

commission a geophysical survey to find out exactly what’s buried underground. This

could cost as much as £2000.

• Moorend Lane Recycling plant consultation

We had a very good response to our call for members opinions on the above

consultation. Our response to OCC can be found on our home page

https://www.leapark.org/.

• Community Speedwatch

We’d just started discussions with Thame Town Council in March about taking part in a

possible Community Speedwatch scheme in Thame when the coronavirus came along

and put it on ice for the time being. Details of the scheme can be found at

https://www.communityspeedwatch.org/ . If you’d like to volunteer to help educate

speeding drivers on Lea Park, please let us know.

• Lea Park Rapid Reaction Taskforce

The LPRA would like to set up a “pool” of volunteers who could be deployed to

attend to issues on the estate (and which would otherwise stretch the local services)

such as littering, persistent weeds in kerbs , slippery leaves on pavements in autumn

etc. If you are interested in helping to make Lea Park an even more pleasant place

to live, please get in touch on leapark@hotmail.co.uk.

• LPRA AGM

This was scheduled for May 19th 2020 at Racquets Gym but has had to be postponed

due to the coronavirus outbreak. We hope to reschedule before the end of 2020!
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Hello everyone, I hope you are staying safe and have changed into a new

routine whilst we are living in these unusual times. A lot has been

happening since my last update.

There has been a lot of activity around the old reprocessing centre on

Moorend Lane (Einig site).SODC came to TTC as part of the second

phase of an appraisal to select future sites for waste reprocessing. TTC

had a productive meeting with the Team from SODC and explained they

did not support the reopening of the site. Further to that a formal response

was submitted to have this site removed from the list of sites in the plan.

The major concerns being that once approved, there is no control from

TTC on the type of reprocessing and that it would become a permanent

site. SODC are to respond and update by the end of September.

TTC have been very active with the COVID crisis, moving to home

working for officers, ensuring the market continues in some form.

Hopefully you will have received the information flyer. We are now able to

continue to do business remotely and meetings will be published on the

website as normal.

On the planning front, Angle (DAF) have appealed against the recent

secretary of state decision and the refusal has been overturned, the

council are seeking legal advice on the situation. Whilst Rectory Homes

have submitted another planning proposal for the Elms. Again the council

are reviewing the situation before they make a response.

The Thame Youth Project Group are continuing to move forward with the

project to build a youth centre and have recently appointed an Architect,

they are now working closely with the council to obtain additional funding

and support for this key project. There will be a lot more communication

on this in the coming months, and if you feel you would like to offer your

skills / time , please contact me.

As always, please contact me via the council.

Stay safe

Paul Cowell
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LPRA Committee

Chair – Mark Watson
Vice Chair – Anne Walkinshaw
Secretary – Morgan James
Treasurer – Lesley Harker
Membership Secretary – Ken Lewis
Committee Members
Bridget & Robert Trueman
Karen Parks
Adam Clark
Helen Denny

New committee members always 
welcome !

Please visit our website
https://www.leapark.org/ for dates and

information on upcoming events in

Thame.

Do you have an event you would like

to advertise? Contact us on the details

below.

leapark@hotmail.co.uk

Website
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Covid 19 has affected us all and it has also affected our newsletter. It has not been

possible to print or distribute. We have also only been able to send via email to our

members and post on social media so some may not see it this time.

We have 1327 dwellings on Lea Park. Our membership currently stands at around

220. The challenge for our committee is to promote the association and increase

membership. Please check that your subscription payment has been made in the

last year. If it has not and you do want to make a payment you can contact your

bank to restart the standing order. If you need to rejoin, full details are on our web

site. Remember for just £2 a year you can have a say in what happens in our

community.

The larger our membership base the more influence we will have on matters

affecting Lea Park-for example the Moorend Lane Recycling Plant Proposal.

At this time it will be difficult to communicate with neighbours but if

you do you might consider mentioning LPRA and encourage them to join.

In the next few weeks we will be contacting lapsed members to ensure they are

aware and encourage them to restart their payments. If you are in any doubt feel

free to contact us details are at the bottom of the page.

We have an active facebook page at

https://www.facebook.com/lea.park.54

You can join via our website at

https://www.leapark.org/how-to-join

LPRA is grateful for the funds received from advertising but we cannot 
verify the competency or the value for money offered by advertisers.  
Residents need to exercise the same caution as they would with an 
advertisement in any due publication. Advertisers reserve the right to 
alter/amend their services to comply with Government restrictions 
applied during the ongoing coronavirus outbreak
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Be a Hedgehog Champion!

Hedgehogs are currently endangered in the UK?  Britain's native hedgehog 

population has declined by half in the last two decades, with less than a million 

now remaining in the UK. Luckily, there is something you can do to help, right 

here in Lea Park! Hedgehog Awareness Week is May 3rd-9th this year – can 

you help a hedgehog?

Residents of Lea Park are encouraged to become “Hedgehog Champions” –

let’s all work to encourage hedgehogs back into our neighbours!

• Do cut a 13cmx13cm hole in 

your back-garden fence – about 

the size of a CD case.  The more 

people who do this, the more 

hedgehogs can roam – did you 

know a hedgehog can cover one 

mile or more in a night?  You can 

even get a lovely sign for your 

‘hedgehog highway hole’! (see 

the first link below)

• Make sure your back garden is 

hedgehog friendly!  There are 

lots of resources online (see links 

below).  If you have a pond, 

make sure there is a ramp/way 

for hedgehogs to get out if they 

fall in.   Leave bits of your garden 

‘untidy’ and include a little log 

pile.  

• Don’t use chemical slug and 

snail repellents.  Make sure any 

unused netting (including sports 

netting) is stored off the ground 

and that pea netting is high 

enough from the ground to allow 

hedgehogs to pass under safely.

• Look out for nests and baby hoggies

if you are busy gardening during 

isolation! If a nest is disturbed it is 

highly likely mum will abandon the 

babies.

• Be extra careful when gardening with 

strimmers, mowers, garden forks and 

shears - have a good check before 

you get started.

• Check under bonfire piles before 

lighting them and have a quick check 

around your garden before letting your 

dog out.

• Hedgehogs are stirring and looking 

for food and water. Put out dishes of 

fresh water in your borders, and cat or 

hedgehog biscuits, dog or cat meat in 

a feeding station (instruction on how 

to make one are in this newsletter!).

Links and Resources:
https://www.hedgehogstreet.org/
https://www.britishhedgehogs.org.uk/
https://www.hedgehogfriendlytown.co.uk/
https://www.sttiggywinkles.org.uk/
https://www.wildlifetrusts.org/what-do-if-you-find-wild-
animal/help-hedgehog
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/blog/2020/03/hedge
hog-poo-tracks/
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You will need a :-

White plastic box with a lid , size around -

Length 50cm X Width 30cm X Height 20

cm. The type that fits under the bed is

about right.

.

With a black marker pen draw a 13X13 cm 'half

moon' shape in the centre on one end of the box. .

With a sharp knife carefully cut along the black line.

MAKE SURE AN ADULT DOES THIS PART

PLEASE !

Use some duck tape to tape over any sharp edges

on the cut part.

Place a piece of newspaper along the

floor of the box.

Put two dishes right at the opposite end

of the opening, One for water. One for

food.

Dog food, beef with jelly + a sprinkle of

dried hedgehog food. No fish.

Put lid on top and a brick on the top, to

stop the box from moving.

Put your feeding box near to where the

hedgehogs trail is. This is usually along

the fence or the edge of shed. Often the

trails go under a fence. Later, maybe

when the hedgehog is home, you can

move the box to a position where you

can see it in shade maybe under a seat.

If you are out side in the evening having

a quiet drink you may hear or see your

hedgehog enjoying his or her dinner!

Make a Hedgehog Feeding Box.
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In recent weeks, with many people spending more time at home, some have 

been digging out their board games to help pass the time. One such group is 

the Thame Games Club, an informal group originally started by two Lea Park 

residents, which has now grown to around a hundred members and is in its 

third year of existence. 

In happier times, Thame Games Club meets at two places in town from 

7.30pm - The Cross Keys pub on the first, second, and third Wednesday of 

every month, and The James Figg Stables on the fourth Thursday of the 

month. There is no entry fee or club fee, just turn up and buy a drink at the 

bar. Due to space, the Cross Keys is more for smaller games, while the James 

Figg can cater for games that take up more space. Currently, gaming has 

moved online to Discord, and details of this can be found on the group’s 

Facebook page and website.

The games played by the club vary widely, but generally fall into the 

category of board games, table top games, or role-play games. Popular 

board games include Ticket to Ride, Star Realms, and Arkham Horror, with 

many more besides.

Table top games are more limited due to space but there are some regular 

Warhammer players, and Frostgrave, Saga, and Bolt Action players are also 

represented. Club regulars have played a range of role-play games in the 

past and have just started a Dungeons and Dragons campaign online on 

Thursday nights. If there is a game you want to play, you are likely to find 

someone to play it with. 

The club’s motto is ‘For the love of gaming’, so if you like playing games and 

you want to meet some friendly, like-minded local people, visit the Thame 

Games Club Facebook page here –

https://www.facebook.com/groups/2047405375273011/about/, or their 

website here - https://www.thamegames.club/. 

Thame Games Club
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We can provide professional, creative and 

fun tuition in a variety of instruments 

including: Piano, Guitar, Bass Guitar, 

Ukulele, Singing, Violin, Viola, Cello, Flute, 

Clarinet, Saxophone, Recorder, Brass, 

Drums and more right in the centre of 

Thame!

For more information please 

contact us via:

E-mail: 

info@thamemusicacademy.com

Webpage: www.thamemusicaca

demy.com

Facebook: Search 'Thame Music 

Academy'

Tel: 07743 032292
Please Quote ‘Lea Park Newsletter’ 

when you get in touch
BB Motors

5b Lupton Road, Thame

OX9 3SE

Established 1985

by Bruce Bebbington

01844 213937

07866 191353

bbebbington@hotmail.com

Friendly, straight forward servicing 

and repairs on most modern or 

older cars and light commercial 

vehicles.

MOT’s arranged

Free local collection and 

delivery.

Not registered for VAT.

Please get in touch/follow us

using the following:

E-mail:

ThameNHPT@thamesvalley.pnn.pol

ice.uk

Twitter: @tvpsouthandvale

Facebook:

www.facebook.com/tvpsouthandvale

Phone: 101

Always phone 999 in an emergency

https://www.fixmystreet.com/
reports/South+Oxfordshire?zo
om=10&lat=51.63694&lon=-
1.08016

One stop reporting tool for potholes,

fly tipping and other stuff..
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Have a sewing machine? Time on your hands? Fancy making Masks, 
scrubs and scrubs washing bags for the NHS? Find out how below…

Facemasks.

1. Elastic
2. Squares 2 of cotton material
3. Square of interfacing
Please see the u tube video on how to make the mask

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8FWv3XqA6D4

Bags to put dirty scrubs in.

1. 2 lengths Nylon cord 2-7mm diameter
2. Old pillowcase
Sew down the top as two edges to allow a casing for cord with holes at each
seam
Thread two loops of cord in the casing
Tie the ends in knots on opposite holes so the drawstring will close the top

Scrubs.

1.Material
2.Pattern

http://mywishcharity.wsh.nhs.uk/Charity/Appeals/Helpmakescrubs.aspx

See Milton Keynes website in the hopes of obtaining materials by donation
from retailers https://www.miltonkeynes.co.uk/news/people/people-
sewing-machines-wanted-make-scrubs-and-headbands-nhs-workers-milton-
keynes-2532225

When completed these can be taken to 7 Ludlow Drive, Thame.
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We couldn’t help but notice the many wonderful NHS rainbows that
have appeared in Lea Park windows and some even draped on walls
during the recent coronavirus outbreak.
The LPRA committee held a virtual meeting recently where we
agreed to give away £10 book tokens to the best NHS tributes
(rainbows etc. ) which may be posted up in your house window or
perhaps chalked on your own drive or path. We are inviting
nominations from members. If you see an NHS tribute you think is
worthy of a shot at a prize, please send your nomination to
leapark@hotmail.co.uk entitled “Rainbow Competition Entry-*house
number and road*’. Photo optional.

Your rainbow must be nominated by someone not in your household.
The competition is open to members and non-members, but not
committee members or their households.
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Autumn/Winter Newsletter WordSearch Competition Winners

Congratulations to Jane Homes and Judy Rogers who each

received a £10 book token. The missing word was “fireworks”.

Spring / Summer Competition
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